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Pen Points 


No Progress in Education? 


To the Editor: 

After reading this editorial [“Solving 
Resource Problems through Education” 
by B. K. Barton, September-October 
1970], I had the feeling that the author 
was conveying this message: that con- 
servation education has failed to make 
any impression on the conservation of our 
natural resources, that conservation being 
applied by farmers is only by necessity 
and not by need or recognition of the 
importance of conservation, that we are 
slaves to the cost-benefit ratio in resource 
conservation, and that we do not have 
any organization or organizational ap- 
proach to get the job of conservation of 
our natural resources accomplished. 


This leaves the reader with the feeling 


that all of our efforts, the soil conserva- 
tion district movement, the technical per- 
sonnel that have been working in conser- 
vation education, and others such as the 
Soil Conservation Service, Extension 
Service, FFA, 4-H, etc., have made very 
little progress in the conservation of our 
natural resources during the past 25 
years. 

The main suggestion Dr. Barton makes 
for improving the progress is multipur- 
pose and multi-multipurpose regional 
type planning. Most people will agree 
that planning the individual farm, the 
individual conservation practices needed, 
planning on small and large watersheds 
and in communities is desirable. How- 
ever, it should also be recognized that 
plans are of no value unless action is 
taken and conservation measures are ap- 
plied. A point that bothers me on this is 
his statement, “We have neither the legal 
framework nor the agency capability to 
do the job that must be done.” If soil 
conservation districts, locally organized 
and controlled, do not provide a legal 
framework and if the Soil Conservation 


Service, Extension Service, and other 
agencies of the state and federal govern- 
ments do not provide the agency capa- 
bility to do the job, then what does Dr. 
Barton propose? 

The author has the right in an edi- 
torial to express his personal opinion, 
and if one assumes that his editorial is 
based entirely on his experience in In- 
diana and Illinois, then someone in these 
states should agree or disagree with him. 
As for my experience, and that of others 
in Iowa, an editorial could be written 
that would paint a much brighter picture 
of what is being done in conservation ed- 
ucation, its effect in attaining more con- 
servation on the land and in giving the 
school children of today a much better 
understanding of the need for the con- 
servation of our natural resources. 

In closing, may I also point out that 
Dr. Barton is quite critical of the ma- 
terials that have been prepared. This 
raises the question, should the reader 
assume that the conservation booklets 
prepared by the Society are also very 
inadequate? -— FRANK H. MENDELL, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
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